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Finding accurate and useful data is one of the biggest challenges in working
with a GIS. Although many GIS web sites are now offering free data
downloads, few provide an easy-to-use, navigable interface which allows
the user to find what they want. The University of Oregon Libraries sought
to remedy this problem by providing access to its own collection of geospatial
datasets.

The University of Oregon Libraries has hundreds of GIS datasets produced
by government agencies, including DRGs, DOQs, and DEMs , which were
in great demand by students. Nevertheless, getting the data to the students
required many hours of staff time burning compact discs and/or directing
students to different web sites. The UO Libraries needed an easy-to use but
attractive web index so students with even the most rudimentary knowledge
of local geography could download data.

/ Project Descriptio

Goals of the new interface
The original interface required the user to:
1. Know the exact 7-digit Ohio Code for the desired quadrangle.
+ There was no reference map on the website with which the user could obtain this code.
There was no search feature in place on the system to search by quadrangle name or number.
1I. Know the exact location of the data on the Library server.
No paths or links to this data were incorporated in the website.
Correspondence with the Map Librarian was necessary to locate the file path and parent directory of the GIS data.
The goals of the new interface were to:
1. Maximize access of the information to the public.
II. Create a user-friendly interface where general knowledge of a geographic area could be used to find data on a specific region.
TII. Development of a database that can develop and change as needed in the future.
+ Updates to data should not require additior elopment or resources.
‘As additional resources become available, the websitearchitecture and database should be able to expand to incorporate the
changes.
IV. Reduce the necessity of the Map Library staff to guide the user to the GIS data.

V. Maximize the technologies available to minimize the pre-requisite knowledge of the user through a visually rich environment.
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